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Call for Submissions
for TFS Publication
Got a great spooky story 
or cryptid lurking in your 
community? The Texas 
Folklore Society is currently 
seeking submissions for a 
book on legends in Texas 
and the Southwest. 

Legends are short stories 
that are presented as true 
and recount incidents that 
are miraculous, bizarre, 
uncanny, or humorous. 
Remember that something 
being a legend doesn’t 
mean it’s not true, and at 
the Texas Folklore Society, 
we never let the truth get 
in the way of a good story!

Legends may include (but 
are not limited to): ghost 
stories, cryptids/unusual 
animal tales, historical 
stories that may not exactly 
match what the records 
say/cannot be proven, 
family legends, stories 
about the way towns or 
landmarks got their names, 
and tales about noteworthy 
local characters

Submissions are due 
August 15. 

Interested in submitting? 
Review the call for 
submissions and guidelines 
online here. 

John Lomax III discusses the contributions the 
Lomax women made to his family’s legacy during 
our 106th annual meeting in Fort Worth. See 
more photos, by Lori Najvar, inside

Scenes from the 106th

Dear Paisanos,

I write this having just 
returned from the annual 
meeting of the International 
Society for Contemporary 
Legend Research in 
Stockholm, Sweden. While 
the big news is that I was 
re-elected to the organiza-
tion’s Council, a highlight 
for me was hearing from 
the Leaders of the National 
Folklore Survey happening 
now in England. It’s an 
impressive project and gives 
one lots to dream about. 
I also got to try what the 
Swedes call “Real Texas 
Chili” (it was actually a 
taco—something may have 
been lost in translation). 

TFS’s annual meeting was a 
rousing success, and it was 
wonderful to see so many 
of you. I can’t send enough 
thanks to everyone who 
helped make the meeting 
happen—the local planning 
committee, the TFS leader-
ship, all the presenters, and 
everyone who attended. Our 
meetings are an absolute 
highlight of the year, and its 
all of you who make them 
possible. 

Right after our meeting, I 

attended the Real Places 
conference organized by 
the Friends of the Texas 
Historical Commission, 
where the panel on Folklore 
and Oral Traditions that 
I presented on had the 
highest attendance of any 
panel at the conference. (I 
don’t mean this as a brag—
just proof as to how much 
people love folklore!) A few 
weeks later I got to present 
with some of my fellow 
Paisanos at the inaugural 
meeting of the Alliance for 
Texas History. It was a busy 
spring! Also, our next book, 
Gather ’Round has been 
submitted to the publisher 
and will be out later this 
year. 

Here at the home office, 
we’re busy planning—
planning for our next annual 
meeting, planning for our 
next book. We hope that 
many of you will submit and 
help spread the word about 
both! Fall 2025 is already 
looking to be busy, so if 
you’re interested in helping 
to represent TFS at events 
around the state, make sure 
to let Amanda know.

Kristina

https://texasfolkloresociety.org/publications/call-for-papers/
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THANK YOU for your service
LEADERSHIP

MaryAnn Blue (San 
Antonio) has transi-
tioned into the role 
of Past President 
following stints as 
Vice President and 
President. We cannot 
thank MaryAnn enough for her hard 
work over the last two years. In 2024, 
she set the bar high, organizing an 
unforgettable gathering in San Antonio. 
This year, she remained instrumental in 
planning another great annual meeting 
and served as master of ceremonies for 
the event. But she isn’t done yet. As Past 
President, MaryAnn continues her work 
with the Executive Committee and will 
head up the Nominations Committee, 
assisting with director recruitment.

Meredith Abarca (El Paso) has rotated 
off the Executive 
Committee after three 
years of service. She 
was our 2023–2024 
President and, more 
recently, chaired the 
TFS Song Committee, 
which culminated in the adoption of 
our new closing song, “Texas Folklore 
Society.” During her service, Meredith 
also achieved professional successes, 
being named the Frances Spatz Leighton 

Endowed Distinguished Professor in 
English, which recognized her scholar-
ship in the field of Food Studies, and 
receiving the University of Texas at El 
Paso’s Department of English Teaching 
Award. Meredith is a two-time TFS 
President who also served at the helm 
in 2016. 

After three years of service, Gayle 
Modrall (Lubbock) has 
rotated off the board. 
During her term, 
Gayle served on the 
Library Outreach 
Subcommittee, volun-
teered to represent TFS at 
outreach events in her home area, and 
donated door prizes for our meetings.    

Linda Spetter (Eastland) has been a 
member of TFS off and on since 1985, 
when she became a student of the late 
Dr. Kenneth Davis, Fellow 
of the Texas Folklore 
Society (2009), at Texas 
Tech. During that time, 
Linda presented papers 
at annual meetings. 
Her membership lapsed 
while she taught in Japan for 17 years, 
but Linda rejoined the society upon her 
return to the States in 2013. Linda has 
also presented papers on behalf of TFS at 

historical society meetings and is sche-
duled for publication in the upcoming 
book on gatherings. Linda stepped up 
to fill an unexpired seat on the board 
and served in a subsequent term. She 
has also served as a session chair and 
worked alongside other educators on the 
TFS New Voices in Folklore Committee, 
recruiting student presenters to our last 
two annual meetings. 

Lucy Fischer West (El 
Paso), Past President 
2009–2010, is a 
longtimer who 
attended her first 
TFS meeting in 1971 
and had the “dubious 
honor” of having Hermes Nye sing to her 
at a hootenanny. She has served on the 
board multiple times and was the sole 
local arranger when TFS met in El Paso 
in 2005. In 2009, Lucy served as Vice 
President and Program Chair. Her papers 
have appeared in five TFS publications. 
Paisanos who received the Cisneros 
books in December 2023 have Lucy and 
Skip Clark to thank for the donation.

Thank you all for your dedication and 
service!

SAVE THE DATE 
107th Annual Meeting 
April 2–4, 2026 
San Marcos, TX
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Our annual meeting 
wrapped up with a 
new tradition this 
year. 

The singing of 
“Texas Folklore 
Society,” written 
by Paisano Allan 
Chapman, followed 
a months-long 
collaboration that 
included committee 
formation, the 
writing of three 
songs, and an online 
member vote to 
select the favorite. 
The song made its 
annual meeting 
debut in April, with 
Allan and Katie 
Howell-Chapman leading the musical accompaniment and 
singing. Check out the video from our 106th Annual Meeting 
here.

New Leaders Join Executive Committee
LEADERSHIP

Past President MaryAnn Blue (right) passes the 
gavel to incoming President Jo Virgil.

We’re excited to welcome new and returning leaders to the 
TFS Executive Committee following a unanimous member 
vote at our 106th Annual Meeting. In addition to confirming a 
new President and Vice President, members of the Executive 
Committee were reconfirmed. 

Jo Virgil, President

A third-generation Texan, Jo Virgil (Austin) 
spent her career as a reporter for the 
Fort Worth Star-Telegram, Community 
Relations Manager for Barnes & Noble, and 
the Community Outreach and Information 
Specialist for the Texas Governor’s Committee 
on People with Disabilities. She has a Master of Journalism 
degree with a minor in Environmental Science, reflecting her 
love of writing and appreciation of nature. Jo retired in 2016, 
but has a life filled with discussion groups, writing groups, and 
story-sharing groups. She has been a Texas Folklore Society 
member for many years, has had some of her stories publi-
shed in the TFS books, and she loves telling and hearing tales 
(and tall tales) about Texas.

Heath Dollar, Vice President/Program Chair

Heath Dollar (Fort Worth) is the author 
of Waylon County: Texas Stories and Old 
Country Fiddle, which won the Texas 
Institute of Letters 2021 Jesse H. Jones 
Award for Best Book of Fiction, and was 
named the March 2022 Read of the Month 
by Southern Literary Review. He has won 
the Texas Observer Short Story Contest and the 
Gary Wilson Short Fiction Award, as well as been named a 
finalist for the Kay Cattarulla Award for Best Short Story. He 
was inducted into the TIL in 2023.

Dollar, a Texas native and former Yellowstone National Park 
employee, was also once the lyricist and frontman for a 
European rock band signed with a Prague record label. He 
now serves as a World Language/ESL coordinator for a public 
school district. He and his wife, Martina, live in Fort Worth.

The positions of Treasurer Blaine Williams (Dripping 
Springs), Secretary-Editor/ Executive Director Kristina 
Downs (Stephenville), and Office Manager Amanda Jenkins 
(Stephenville) were reconfirmed. 

>>>>>>>>>>>>
Closing song debuts

Katie Howell-Chapman and Allan 
Chapman >>>>>>>>>>>>

https://youtu.be/WPrTiPpDYd4
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LEADERSHIP

Four new directors have been seated. 
Rollo K. Newsom (Austin) and Allan 
Chapman (Decatur) were confirmed 
by member vote in Fort Worth. With 
two vacancies remaining following the 
annual meeting, two appointments were 
confirmed by a unanimous board vote 
in early June. Blanca Jenkins (Marshall) 
was appointed to fill the seat left by 
the election of Heath Dollar as vice 
president. Vanessa Rogers (San Antonio) 
will fill the seat previously held by Gayle 
Modrall. Join us in welcoming these new 
leaders. 

Rollo K. Newsom

Rollo, who served as TFS 
president in 1997–
1998 and presided 
over our 82nd Annual 
Meeting in Sherman, 
has served on many 
committees, presented 
several papers, and attended every 
Annual Meeting but one since 1982.  

At Texas State University, Rollo was 
Chairman of the Department of 
Sociology, founder and first Dean of the 
College of General Studies, and Vice 
President for Academic Affairs. He 
taught both undergraduate and graduate 
courses in sociology, as well as classes 
in folkways and folklore. He is now 
Distinguished Professor of Sociology and 
Folklore Emeritus.

Rollo has held memberships in numerous 
professional organizations, including TFS, 
the American Folklore Society, and the 
Western Folklore Society. 

He will serve a three-year term. 

Allan Chapman

Allan joined TFS in 2023 
and hit the ground 
running, attending 
annual meetings and 
other events, volun-
teering for outreach, 

and joining the TFS Song Committee. 
He wrote our new closing song, “Texas 
Folklore Society,” and presented a paper 
on folk instruments at our 106th Annual 
Meeting. Allan was elected to serve a 
one-year term, filling an unexpired board 
seat.

Allan is a sixth-generation Texan, born 
and raised on a working cow-calf 
ranching operation, the Blue Goose 
Ranch in Knox County. He graduated 
from Texas Christian University with a 
B.A. and M.A. in English Literature. After 
teaching for a year at Oklahoma State 
University, Allan moved to Nashville 
and was hired as a staff songwriter for 
Tree Publishing, and then United Artists 
Music Publishing/EMI writing songs for 
the likes of Kenny Rogers, the Oak Ridge 
Boys, George Jones, and Diana Ross. 
He is a three-time Grammy Nominee. 
Allan resides in Wise County where he 
continues a Texas ranching tradition 
going back over 200 years.  

Blanca Jenkins

Blanca Jenkins is an assistant professor 
in the Department of Languages and 
Literature at East Texas 
Baptist University. She 
obtained a B.A. from 
East Texas Baptist 
University and an M.A. 
from the University 
of California at Santa 
Barbara. She has taught in public and 
private high schools and university 
settings for 24 years.

Blanca’s research interests include 
Hispanic studies, Latino folklore, and U.S. 
Latino literature and culture. She has 
published some of her work at Border 
Lines; Journal of the Latino Research 
Center at the University of Nevada-Reno, 
The Beacon; the Literary Journal for East 
Texas Baptist University, and The Journal 
- Ohio State University. As a 2023–2024 
Texas Folklife Community Fellow and 

with the support of Texas Folklife and 
The National Endowment for the Arts, 
she documented some of her work on 
roadside memorials on a blog and an 
episode of the podcast The Folklorist 
Next Door. During her membership 
in Texas Folklore Society, Blanca has 
presented a paper on roadside memo-
rials and served as a session chair at our 
annual meetings. She has also served on 
the New Voices in Folklore committee. 
Her term ends in 2028.

Vanessa Rogers

Vanessa has a B.S. in Communication 
Studies from the University of Texas at 
Austin and an MBA in 
International Business 
from the University of 
Texas at San Antonio. 
While she always 
loved learning about 
culture, her passion truly 
deepened after teaching English in Chile 
and South Korea. She and her husband 
started a blacksmith shop focused on 
education, which unfortunately closed 
during the pandemic.

Vanessa hosts the Fabric of Folklore 
podcast, where she interviews authors, 
historians, storytellers, folklorists, 
and musicians to explore the history 
and context behind traditional 
stories, music, mythology, etc. She is also 
writing a children’s book series with a 
folklore focus, which she hopes to begin 
publishing by the end of the year.

While a member of the Texas Folklore 
Society, Vanessa has attended outreach 
events and served as a session chair at 
our annual meeting. Her term expires in 
2027.

Also serving on the TFS board are: 
Kaitlyn Chacon (Laredo), Justin Swink 
(Watauga), John Pelham (Granbury), 
Richard Orton (Nacogdoches), Jim 
Matthews (San Antonio), and Karen 
Trikilis (Austin). 

New Directors Take Office
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MEMBERSHIP
Longtimer Honored with Hoot Award

Jean G. Schnitz

In 1956, Hermes Nye, American 
folksinger, attorney, and Texas Folklore 
Society member, organized the first 
official TFS Hootenanny—a combina-
tion of music, poetry recitation, and 
storytelling. Hoots have since become 
a cornerstone of our annual meetings, 
drawing newcomers and longtimers 
alike. 

Lew and Jean G. Schnitz (Boerne) joined 
TFS in 1989, and Jean began participa-
ting in the hoots—singing and playing 
her autoharp and hammered dulcimer. 
You may recall her front and center 
at hootenannies with a ready singing 
voice, but Jean’s love of music does not 
stop with TFS. Over the years, she and 
Lew have packed up the autoharp and 
dulcimer and hauled them all over Texas 
to folklife festivals and other events, 
sharing her love of music. 

“She seems to know all the words to 
all the songs and can take the lead or 
play accompaniment in any key on that 
dulcimer,” Paisano Donna Ingham, who 
nominated Jean for the Hermes Nye 

Hootenanny Award, said. “Having 
already named Jean a Texas Folklore 
Society Fellow, it is fitting that we now 
recognize her as someone who has 
been a most important part of keeping 
the hootenanny tradition alive.”

The TFS board of directors established 
the Hermes Nye Hootenanny Award in 
2023 to recognize hootenanny leaders. 
The inaugural award was presented to 
Lee Haile that year. 

Our hootenannies looked a little 
different this year. Jean, 93, and Lew, 
96, haven’t missed many meetings 
over the last 36 years, but they could 
not attend. We missed seeing them at 
our gathering and getting to celebrate 
Jean in person, but Lee, a good friend, 
accepted the Hermes Nye Hootenanny 
Award on Jean’s behalf, with a promise 
to deliver it to Boerne. 

Congratulations, Jean!

Chuck Smith, Sunny Sauceda, and Lee Haile perform at our annual hootenanny

Director 
Recruitment 

Four leadership positions—
the vice-president and three 
directors—will expire in 
2026. If you’re interested 
in serving or would like to 
nominate someone, please 
contact the Home Office at 
TexasFolkloreSociety@gmail.
com or (254) 459-5445.
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Only 21 individuals have been named  
Fellows of the Texas Folklore Society 
in the organization’s 116-year history. 
In April, the latest inductee into the 
esteemed group, lifetime member Kay 
Reed Arnold (Austin), was honored in 
Fort Worth. Donna Ingham (Bertram), 
2023–24 Past President, nominated Kay 
for the honor and shared her reasoning 
when presenting the award at the 
Celebration Luncheon during our recent 
Annual Meeting.

Kay’s contributions are numerous, dating 
back to when she joined TFS in 2001. She 
has given papers at our annual gathe-
rings and represented TFS in sessions 
at East Texas Historical Association and 
Texas State Historical Association annual 
conferences. Kay has served as a local 
arranger multiple times, leading meeting 
planning. She helped transform our 
meetings by establishing the President’s 
Pre-Hootenanny Reception and Past 
Presidents Club Celebration Luncheon. 
She should also be thanked for incorpo-
rating refreshments into meeting breaks 
and introducing door prizes to help keep 
attendees happy and engaged. 

Kay has also been a valued and trusted 
leader, serving four three-year stints on 
the board of directors, and as President 

in 2021–22. In the early 2000s, Kay began 
assisting with marketing and member-
ship, focusing on social media and other 
recruiting efforts; TFS started participa-
ting in outreach events like the Texas 
Book Festival, Texas Folklife Festival, and 
Schreiner’s Music Festival. Kay served on 
the 2017–18 Future of TFS Committee, 
which culminated in the 2018 Future of 
Texas Folklore Society report and led to 
the establishment of new bylaws and 
the formation of the organization’s first 
strategic plan. In 2020, Kay and Lori 
Najvar (Austin) rebranded TFS, which 
unveiled a new logo, website, newsletter, 
and more. 

Kay also served on the committee that 
sought out a new host institution and 
rolled up her sleeves to assist with the 
move to Tarleton. During her term as 
president, Kay led the organization in 
the hiring of Secretary-Editor/Executive 
Director Kristina Downs and Office 
Manager Amanda Jenkins. Kay trained 
staff on newly implemented membership 
management tools and continued to 
work closely with them for more than 
a year, including assisting with planning 
our first annual meeting following 
the pandemic. As recently as 2023, 
Kay recommended that the board of 

directors approve the establishment of 
the Hermes Nye Hootenanny Award to 
acknowledge the importance of Paisanos 
who lead our hoots. She has also joined 
forces with others to donate to TFS 
endowments at Tarleton State University.

Finally, Kay will tell you that she’s very 
proud to have twisted the arms of many 
Paisanos—whether to give a paper when 
the program committee was short one, 
volunteer at an event, or serve on the 
board.

Thank you, Kay, for all you have done and 
continue to do for TFS!	

MEMBERSHIP

Kristina Downs & Kay Reed Arnold

Thank You, Annual Meeting Sponsors!
John & Rita 
Pelham

Sarana 
Savage

Cynthia Savage

Kay Arnold named Fellow

Texas Folklore Society  
PAST PRESIDENTS CLUB



T EXASFOLKLORESOC IETY. ORG                                                                                                              SUMMER  2025  |   7 

HAPPENINGS

Getschow Family, Flower Mound
Galco Family, Abilene
Judy Cumby, Ovalo
Clay Coppedge, Granger
John Hale, Schertz
Aaron Hierholzer, Austin
Taylor Tomlin, Mineral
Melanie McNeil, Cypress
Scott Family, Lubbock
Carmen Villafranca, Baytown
Laura Jewett, Brownsville
Myers Family, Fort Worth
Karen Fitzjerrell, San Antonio
Dean Keith, Carrollton
David Phillips, Sachse
Thomas “T.J.” Rankin, Tyler
Okunsola M Amadou
Jimmy Gardner, Austin
Gina Keel, Spooky Galveston
Ray Theiss, Palacios
Deborah Purdum, Longboat Key, Florida
Biff Rushton, Conroe
Betsy Kemper, Austin
Athena Hayes, Hughes Springs
Mark Steiner, Houston
Dan Barton, Mason

BIENVENIDOS  
NEW MEMBERS!>>

The Texas Folklore Society is now welcoming proposals for 
papers to be presented at our 107th Annual Meeting on April 
2–4, 2026, at the Embassy Suites San Marcos.

Papers that explore folkloric passions such as foodways, folk 
music, folk tales, crafts, family lore, folk art, and celebrations 
are highly encouraged.

For those unfamiliar with the Annual Meeting, it’s a time 
when folklore scholars and enthusiasts come together to share 
their love of the folklore of Texas and the Southwest through 
presentations of papers, shared meals, social gatherings, and 
evening hootenannies.

If you already have a draft paper, submit it. If not, your 
proposal can be an abstract that explains the topic of your 
paper, with a summary of the content and a description of 
the style of your presentation. You will want to ensure that 
you provide sufficient detail so that the committee can clearly 
understand your presentation. Also, as you plan your presen-
tation, you’re welcome to incorporate whatever you need to 
make it come alive or to demonstrate your craft. Presentations 
must be 15 to 20 minutes in length. We generally do not 
accept panel submissions.

What aspects of folklore are you interested in? Are you an 
expert in a particular craft? Are you an artist, a storyteller, or a 
musician? Do you have expertise in a specific area of folklore? 
We would love for you to share it with us. Presenters from our 
106th Annual Meeting are welcome to submit, but preference 
will be given to those who did not present in 2025. While we 
will accept proposals on all folklore-related topics, we strongly 
encourage submissions with clear connections to Texas and 
the Southwest. Proposals are DUE OCTOBER 15.

Presenters must be TFS members. Not a member? No 
problem! It’s easy and affordable. Annual dues start at just $15 
for students and $25 for individuals, with options for family, 
organizations, and lifetime memberships. 

The Program Committee—Heath Dollar (Chair), Jo Virgil, and 
Kristina Downs— eagerly await your proposals. Please send 
your proposal to TexasFolkloreSociety@gmail.com by October 
15.

Presenters sought for 
107th Annual Meeting

Suzann Thompson (right) and Elaine Smith show off 
artifacts from their presenation on Texas crochet at 
our 106th Annual Meeting. 

>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>
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Texas Outdoor Musical  • Through August 9  •  Pioneer Amphitheater, Canyon

Viva El Paso   •  Fridays & Saturdays, through August 2  •  El Paso

Parker County Peach Festival  •  July 12  •  Weatherford

McKinney Literary Fest  •  August 23–24  •  McKinney City Hall  

East Texas Historical Assoc. Fall Conference   •  October 2–4  •  Nacogdoches

Boerne Book Fesitval   •  October 4  •  Patrick Heath Public Library, Boerne

American Folklore Society Annual Meeting   •  October 18–21  •  Atlanta, GA

Dobie Dichos   •  November 7  •  Oakville

Texas Book Festival   •  November 8–9  •  Austin

Texas Folklore Society 107th Annual Meeting   •  April 2–4, 2026  • San Marcos

Have an event to share? Please submit to: 
TexasFolkloreSociety@gmail.com

             ROAD TRIPPIN’
		      Upcoming Events

HAPPENINGS
More Scenes from the 106th

Elaine Smith and Gwen Dixie

Decee Cornish

Gene Helmick-Richardson, Rollo 
Newsom, and Sunny Sauceda

Emily Hamlin, Skylar Hodson, and 
Sarah Dierflinger

Cynthia Savage, Sarana Savage,  
Deborah Liles, and Kay Arnold

“A great family reunion–like when your favorite cousins show up!”

https://www.texas-show.com/
https://vivaelpaso.org/
https://www.parkercountypeachfestival.org/
https://ipac.mckinneytexas.org/McKinneyLiteraryFest
https://www.easttexashistorical.org/conference
https://www.boernebookfest.com/
https://americanfolkloresociety.org/our-work/meeting/2025-annual-meeting/
https://www.dobiedichos.com/
https://texasbookfestival.org/festival/
https://texasfolkloresociety.org/events/Our-Annual-Meeting/
mailto:TexasFolkloreSociety%40gmail.com?subject=Upcoming%20Events

